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After a four-year fight, The Druid Network has finally been given charitable status by the Charity 

Commission.  The first Druid group ever to be accepted by the Charity Commissioners and entered onto 

the Register of Charities, the move establishes Druidry as a bone fide religion under English Charity Law, 

and gives Druidry equal status with other qualifying religions. It also recognises that The Druid Network 

exists to advance religion for the public benefit.   

Phil Ryder, Chair of Trustees for The Druid Network, had overall responsibility for making the application. 

He says: “It was a long and at times frustrating process, exacerbated by the fact that the Charity 

Commissioners had no understanding of our beliefs and practices, and examined us on every aspect of 

them. Their final decision document runs to 21 pages, showing the extent to which we were questioned in 

order to finally get the recognition we have long argued for.” 

Emma Restall Orr, founder of The Druid Network, hopes this landmark decision will make it easier for 

other modern Pagan traditions to get charitable status for their aid organisations. She says: “The Charity 

Commission now has a much greater understanding of Pagan, animist, and polytheist religions, so other 

groups from these minority religions – provided they meet the financial and public benefit criteria for 

registration as charities - should find registering a much shorter process than the pioneering one we have 

been through.”  

The Druid celebration of the ending of the year and preparing for the for next year’s cycle, commonly 

termed Samhain, is fast approaching (31 October by the calendrical date).  A few weeks later, the Druid 

Network is pleased and excited to be hosting its first Conference.  The Druid Network Conference is 

designed to be a public presentation of Druidry in its many and diverse forms, from eco-protest through 

academic study, experiential ritual, healing and celebration. Topics include Druidry in Education, the 

Brythonic Tradition, Story Telling, Finding or Building a Grove, Awen and the Creative Impulse and more! 
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There will be information and merchandising stalls, and no doubt both impromptu and planned 

entertainments, including magic from Mark Townsend. 

Further details of the practice of Druidry and The Druid Network can be obtained from 

www.druidnetwork.org where details of the forthcoming Expressions of Druidry conference can also be 

found.  
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Note to Editors 

 
1. For further details please contact Phil Ryder, Chair of Trustees on 07843 340541 or 
philryder@btinternet.com  
 

 2. The Druid Network was founded on the 1
st
 February 2003 by Emma Restall Orr to inform, inspire and 

facilitate the practice of Druidry. 
 
3.  Druidry is based on the belief that nature is sacred.  Through teachings and meditation Druids learn 
how to live with respect for family, community, and the environment.  Although an ancient religious 
tradition, founded on nature Druidry naturally evolves, allowing it to be entirely relevant to modern life and 
its challenges. 
 
4.  For further details or interviews on the charitable commission application and acceptance, please 
contact Phil Ryder on 07843 340541 or email philryder@btinternet.com   
 
5. Quick media response phone number only for the Druid Network queries: 07843 340 541 
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